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I started working at Dillon’s Grocery Store in my hometown when I turned
14 years old. The first job I had at this grocery store was bagging customers’
groceries and helping them take their groceries out to their cars. I had a
motivation to move up the chain to a better job at the grocery store rather than
bagging groceries. I worked hard to show my dedication to my bosses, but I
also wanted to get in a good reference to the store manager, el jefe, the big
cheese, the boss! I couldn’t just come out and tell him I wanted a better job,
he’s busy running a store. So I asked the assistant store manager, whom I knew
worked side by side with the big boss, to put in a good word for me to the store
manager, and he did. My plan worked.
My friends, this is how I believe our saints work in the Church. How many

times have we heard from friends from other faith traditions, “Why do you
Catholics worship the saints?” Brothers and sisters, this is a teachable moment
for us to explain that no, we are not worshiping the saints, that we are in fact
asking these persons, whom the Church have declared virtuous and holy
members of God’s court in heaven, to pray for us . . . to put in a good word for
us to God.
All Hallows’ Eve, October 31, begins the vigil to one of the Church’s biggest

celebrations, All Saints’ Day. This is a great feast where we honor all the saints
who are seated with God and His angels at the heavenly banquet table. These
saints give us hope, and we can associate with them because they were persons.
They walked the earth, they struggled the same way we did, they had trials just
like we do. But they are saintly in fact by their sure faith and hope that God
would deliver them and assist them. They are models for us to emulate.
The saints are our holy guardians that want to assist us in our journey

towards God. And they want to be the ones who pass our prayer intentions over
to God. There used to be time when churches had many statues of different
saints. One could walk into a church and find persons praying on a kneeler
before the saint petitioning the saint to hear their prayers. This is not so much
the case today. We’ve lost a little of these holy persons who are to be our
protectors.
As we enter into the month of November celebrating the Church’s saints,

may we take a second or two, to find our own individual patron saints. Let us
reconnect to them, let us give to them our prayers. Let us allow our patrons to
guard us and to guide us to the King of saints, our God.

—Fr. Macario Martinez-Arjona, O.S.B.

Saints

As the visions during the night
continued, I saw coming with the clouds
of heaven
One like a son of man.
When he reached the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him,
He received dominion, splendor, and
kingship;
all nations, peoples and tongues will
serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
his kingship, one that shall not be
destroyed.

—Daniel 7: 13-14

Celebrate the feast of our patron,
Saint Charles Borromeo, Nov. 3-4!

(details page five)

!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"



Catherine Lewis is St. Charles School’s new 2nd grade
teacher and the only new teacher on faculty this year.
She is the youngest of four children, born and raised in
Oklahoma City, from a thoroughly Catholic family. She
has three older brothers; among them is Father John Paul
Lewis, our beloved Associate Pastor who now serves in
western Oklahoma. Her mother works for Archbishop
Coakley and her father is a deacon at Holy Spirit in
Mustang.
During her growing up years, Ms. Lewis and her

family attended the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. She attended the parish’s grade school, John
Carroll; McGuinness, for high school. She received her
elementary education degree in 2017 from Oklahoma
State University.
Of her young students, Ms. Lewis said, “I really like

this age and the things I teach. It was the grade I wanted
to teach.”
At first, she thought her landing at St. Charles was by

accident. She now sees it as the work of the Holy Spirit,
an abrupt turn at the end of a tale of adventure. After
college, Ms. Lewis served as a missionary in Honduras
at Finca del Niño (Farm of the Child), a children’s home
for “not necessarily orphans but kids who lived at the
home for lots of reasons: abuse, danger, gangs.”
“I lived in a house with twelve other missionaries.

There was a school and I was a teacher. It was nine
hours from the capital, Tegucigalpa. We took a long road
trip for a retreat. The political situation deteriorated and
it was not safe for us to travel back to Finca del Niño,
though that area itself was safe. We would have been
fine if we hadn’t gone on retreat.” She does speak
Spanish but says “I don’t practice much here.”
Ms. Lewis returned home and awaited word to return

to Honduras. In the meantime, she hoped to temporarily
sub. She asked her brother if there were openings at St.
Charles. Right before her job interview she was told it
was safe to come back. “I had a decision to make. I
prayed about it and I felt God calling me to stay here. It
all fell in my lap.”
Of her eighteen second graders and their observations

on life, Ms. Lewis said, “Something happens every day.
They can be funny or sweet. Sometimes I write them
down.” In second grade, they build on skills learned in
first. “We work on reading, expand vocabulary, and get
deeper into comprehension. In math we review addition
and subtraction, learn to tell time, count money,
fractions and place value.”
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The first week she and her students made a hopes and
dreams list “in order to establish goals and classroom
rules,” Ms. Lewis said. “They wanted to do
multiplication. They are ambitious.”
Ms. Lewis admits a first year teacher’s life is busy,

with not much time for hobbies. She arrives 45 minutes
early, stays after school, takes some work home for the
evenings and weekends. “Your first year of teaching is
just so much. After the first year, you’ve got things in
your back pocket.”
Her fellow teachers brighten her day. “They’re so

great. I couldn’t do this without them.” We decompress
together and give advice.”
Have a wonderful school year, Ms. Lewis. We will

keep you and all the teachers, staff and students in our
prayers.

—Monica Knudsen

Welcome to the 2nd Grade, Ms. Lewis!

Planting Your Spring Garden
For the Garden of Your Daily Living

Plant Three Rows of Peas
1. Peace of Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul

Plant Four Rows of Squash
1. Squash Gossip
2. Squash Indifference
3. Squash Grumbling
4. Squash Selfishness

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce Be Faithful
2. Lettuce Be Kind
3. Lettuce Be Patient
4. Lettuce Really Love One Another

No Garden is Complete Without Turnips
1. Turnip For Meetings
2. Turnip For Service
3. Turnip To Help One Another

To Conclude Our Garden We Must Have Thyme
1. Thyme For Each Other
2. Thyme For Family
3. Thyme For Friends

Water Freely With Patience And Cultivate With Love.
There Is Much Fruit In Your Garden
Because You Reap What You Sow

Pass It On!!!
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We are about to celebrate a milestone in the history of
St. Charles parish. The 50th anniversary of the dedication
of the Sanctuary in which we worship will be acknowl-
edged and celebrated on the weekend of November 3-4.
We will remember and thank all those who have been a
part of the life of this great parish.
By 1964, the tenth anniversary of St. Charles Bor-

romeo, the parish had grown from 55 to 635 families.
That year the school was staffed with religious Sisters
and enrollment stood at 408 students. There were an ad-
ditional 182 children in the religious education program
for public school students. In 2018 we have 1,898 regis-
tered families and 6,614 members. School enrollment is
165 students. There are 876 students enrolled in the Reli-
gious Education programs, 741 elementary students and
135 high school students.
We look back now on how we got here. At the same

time St. Charles parish was being established, a mam-
moth economic development project was underway at
I-40 and Council Road. The Western Electric plant was
built to accommodate 4,000 workers but in the 1970s, to
keep up with the demand for their telephone switching
equipment, the plant employed more than 9,500. In the
early years a large number of Western Electric employ-
ees were transferred to Oklahoma City from the Chicago
area. A good many were Catholic and found homes in
the new St. Charles Parish. Father Gallatin was associate
pastor when the influx began. Many came in family
groups from Polish, Irish and other ethnic neighborhoods
and parishes. Relocating to Oklahoma City in the 60s
and 70s from inner city Chicago was like moving to a
foreign country.
As St. Charles celebrated its 20th anniversary in 1974,

membership stood at over 1,000 families. Plans soon be-
gan for another northwest Oklahoma City parish. In
1976 Epiphany of the Lord parish was established north
of Wilshire and west of Meridian. The growth of the
whole area continued and within a year the parish roll at
St. Charles was as large as it had been before.
The second wave of growth began in 2002, not long

after the arrival of associate pastor Fr. Oby Zunmas.
Fr. Oby wanted a Mass in Spanish to serve the Hispanic
members of the parish. There was not a large number of
Hispanics at the time but Fr. Oby believed a Spanish
Mass could make a difference. He asked parishioner Art
Hernandez for his help, and there was a lot to be done.
The books with the prayers of the Mass in Spanish cost
$600. With Art’s help donations rolled in to buy the
Mass books and hymnals. At first the attendance was
small, but the word spread and the numbers grew. Today
the attendance for the 1:00 pm Sunday Spanish Mass is
between 600 and 700 people, and up to 800 on feast
days. Most are active members of the parish, and some

come from other parts of the city because of the warm
welcome they experience at St. Charles. Sixteen years
later, Art and Mary Hernandez continue to be involved
with coordination of the 1:00 Mass.
Since its beginning, the people of St. Charles have

cared deeply about spiritual growth and about service
within the parish community and beyond. During the
1960s, St. Charles’ parishioners were attentive to the
spirit of Vatican II. Early on, the parish community was
informed and guided by the Christian Family Movement,
an adult group who met in homes regularly to observe
the world and to determine as a group what actions could
strengthen the community. St. Charles was among the
first wave of American parishes to develop a well-
grounded lay leadership.
Over the years, lay leadership in every area of parish

life has been nurtured and developed. St. Charles has
been served well by the vision, leadership and personal
involvement of many fine pastors and associate pastors.
Each has shared his personal gifts with the parish and
supported the outreach ministries that are the heart and
soul of St Charles. In the 1980s building a staff of pro-
fessionals was a priority. There were full-time directors
of social ministry, religious education, youth and liturgy.
Many of the staff have served the parish for many years,
providing stability and continuity. Margaret Phipps, di-
rector of Social Ministry and Stewardship has served in
this capacity for 33 years. Karen Flores, Parish Secre-
tary, has served for 18 years. Linda Clark has led the
Peace and Justice ministry for 17 years and continues as
a volunteer. Vince Brady, now retired, served as director
of Religious Education for 36 years. Carmen Santos-
Heinen now has had that responsibility for three years.
Recent additions to the staff are Jennifer Hernández,
Yvette Romo and Alejandra Godinez. St. Charles has al-
so been blessed with dedicated deacons who provide
many pastoral services.
Of the pastors who have been assigned, Fr. Paul Gal-

latin has served the longest, Eight years as associate pas-
tor and twenty years as pastor. During Fr. Gallatin’s pas-
torate, the free clinic for the uninsured was established
as well as the Dorothy Day Center that provides food for
the poor.
Fr. Timothy Luschen was named pastor of St. Charles

in 2010. He cares deeply about social justice issues and
the other outreach ministries of the parish. He is fluent in
Spanish and can communicate directly with Hispanic
parishioners who are not fluent in English. He is provid-
ing leadership during this important period of renovation
and expansion of St. Charles church building and
grounds.

—Kathleen Marks

Then and Now:
The growth and development of St Charles Borromeo Parish 1954 – 2018 Part 2
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Curiosity. Inquisitiveness. Experimentation. Asking.
Questioning. Doubting. These all sound as though they
are encouraged in our analytical work, but curiosity
killed the cat and being a “Doubting Thomas” is rarely a
compliment. It seems inquiry has never been as
practically welcomed as we were led to believe in ninth
grade science class. Yet, there is such soulful journeying
done when questioning—as writer Elie Wiesel once
pointed out, the root of questioning is quest.
Where does a gust of wind begin? How does a

wireless printer work? What would my life be like if I
wasn’t married? Where is “the Cloud?” Can I quit my
job and still support myself? How come we say God and
Jesus if Jesus is God?
The question mark is a curved little cane of a pilgrim

wandering toward wisdom. Question may lead on to
question as “way leads on to way” and the wandering
may be long, but real curiosity is an invitation to awe,
wonder, and faith. That is a paradox: Faith is not
standing on unquestioned faith.
An inquisitive disposition can be one of humility.

When we come upon a limitation, a lack of knowledge
or misunderstanding, a mystery and begin asking about
it we become vulnerable. Vulnerability is scary and I
know I run from that feeling like Dorothy from flying
monkeys; yet, that is exactly when I most need to keep
to the road, stay curious and ask the next question.
How hard does wind have to blow way up in the sky to

make a cloud go west? How does any printer work?
Would I really like dealing with every aspect of
everyday life without a partner? Does “the Cloud” keep
my pictures if I delete them? What would I do at 10 AM
if I wasn’t working? And the Holy Spirit, what about the
Holy Spirit?
Faith is a living, moving process not just intellectual

but visceral. Curiosity probes Mystery, even pokes at it
with the walking cane, keeping us on (or nearer to) the
path of holiness than standing tall and sure ever could. If
answers are not uncovered or even if they are
discovered, engaging in the mysteries of life is a
uniquely human privilege. And humanity has been
redeemed by God after all.

—Kathy Judge

This Labor Day was just a perfect day for me to go to
the movies. I knew exactly what I wanted to see. It was
somewhat of a historical phenomenon for me. Operation
Finale was the movie. It is about the hunt for and
removal of Adolf Eichmann from Argentina to Israel.
The film took me back to Germany. The year was 1961.
I was 19 years old. My dad had told us five girls and our
Mom that we would be watching the trial of Adolf
Eichmann on our television—and we did.
Nobody needed to explain to us who he was or that he

masterminded the transfer of millions of Jews to death
camps. He engineered the Holocaust—over six million
Jews died.
I saw this ugly, short, skinny guy in this huge glass-

like cage in the middle of the court. I asked my Dad,
“Why was he in this glass thing?” My dad was a bit
annoyed for the interruption. He explained that people
would attack or possibly kill him if he was not in this
bullet-proof contraption.
We watched the trial. I think all of Germany and the

world did. The Israeli Prime Minister, David Ben
Gurion, had made it known to the world that Adolf
Eichmann had been captured by Mossad on May 11,
1960 and would be brought to Israel for trial.
I knew from many stories that our parents told how

horrific his actions had been. Golda Meier was the
Minister of Foreign Affairs at that time. She spoke on
television. I liked her. She had a kind face. My Mom
told us she was a kind and smart lady!
Two years after the trial had started, Adolf Eichmann

was sentenced to death by hanging on May 31, 1962.
I was twenty years old. I thought about the time my

Dad had taken us to Dachau three years earlier, a
concentration camp outside Munich. It was horrific to
see. Even today evil is part of our world.

—Doris Stone

AWalking Cane for the Pilgrimage

Evil Exists



Seen on a church sign:
Are you seeking God's presence or His presents?



6 What did the nuclear physicist have for lunch?
Fission Chips.

6 A seminar on time travel will be held two
weeks ago.

6 Last night I dreamed that I was weightless.
I was like, 0mg.
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Parish Life
Baptisms-September

Emilio De Loera
Lucas Martinez
Briana Colis

Alberto Rodriguez
Camila Rios
Juliana Lara
Jazlyn Lopez
Emily Padron
Ximena Lara

New Parishioners-September
Jonathan and Lori Burnett

David and Elizabeth Miranda
Susan Lee

Julio and Selene Perez
Jose and Joanna Martinez
Ruben and Brenda Herrera
Gilberto and Blanca Morales
Miguel and Anabel Martinez
Juan and Maribel Borrola

Anniversaries
November Anniv.
01st Thomas and Trinh Phan 42nd
04th Bryan and Jennifer Pregler 13th
07th Gary and Shannon Gagnon 20th

Toby and Jane McConnell 37th
09th Kevin and Kristi Mikawa 17th
17th Kent and Lisa Boevers 17th

Tom and Suzanne Creegan 40th
20th Fernando and Esperanza Esparza 20th

Robert and Lynda Reichart 36th
21st Richard and Pat Brown 43rd

Davin and Christy Cronin 31st
25th Quang and Thanhtam Dang 23rd
28th Louis and Juanita Gutierrez 48th

Thomas and Mary Hurley 61st

Weddings-September
Arturo Lopez and Dulce Ruiz

Deaths-September
Jane Horne

Mary Minden-Zins

St. Charles Free Health Clinic is a small white frame
house that sits on a side street next to the ball field of St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church. The clinic provides
free health services and medicine for people who can not
afford even basic medical care. Since it opened in
September 1993, the clinic has helped thousands of
people from all over the Oklahoma City metro area.
Currently the majority of our patients are hypertensive,
elevated lipids, diabetic type 1 and 2, and COPD. We do
offer a free pharmacy for patients and provide for
referrals as needed. We have three volunteer physicians
seeing approximately 150 patients per year. We had 524
client visits this past year and did not charge our clients.
We relied on donations. We have partnerships with
Mercy Medical Center (lab service) and HAU (Health

Alliance for the Uninsured) which provides referrals and
medication. Our staff consists of the three volunteer
physicians, lab and front desk personel, RN’s and pre-
medical students from OU and other schools and a
licensed pharmacist. There is no paid staff.
Our pastor wants to extend our services to patients;

this would include replacing the 1940's era building with
a new facility on our grounds. We hope to finance this
with grants and matching funds from our community.
Our little clinic is currently entering into the electronic
world. We need to continue to update equipment and we
would like an electronic device to do patient/medical
language translation. We service many cultures.

—Roberta Billy

St. Charles Free Health Clinic

FeastDay of St. Charles Borromeo—November 4
The weekend of November 3-4, we will be celebrating St. Charles at all the Masses.

November 3: Deacon Bill Gordon will make a presentation, "The Stained Glass of Gabriel Loire: St. Charles
Borromeo, Japan, the World," in Beckman Hall starting at 3:00 pm. During the Saturday evening Mass, Fr. Luschen
will present this year's Humilitas Award. After mass there will be a dinner in the gym for all the parishioners. The
Knights of Columbus will provide the main course and the parishioners will be asked to bring a side dish or dessert to
share.

Mark you calendars to celebrate the feast of our patron saint.





Seen on a church sign:
When you meet temptation, turn to the right.✠✠
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St. Charles Borromeo—November 2018

Confessions every Wednesday at 7 pm
and Saturday at 3 pm

Adoration every Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 8:00 pm
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

All Saints
Holy Day

Thanksgiving

Parish Office
Closed

Parish Office
Closed

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 AM - 7:30 PM
Elections

in Beckman Hall
4:00 PM
Newsletter
Meeting

6:00 PM Social
Ministry Board

9:15 AM
Confirmation

9:15 AM
Confirmation

9:20 AM RE

9:20 AM RE

9:20 AM RE

9:20 AM RE

8:00 AM Knights
Breakfast

WSC Bake Sale

2:30 PM JOF
Tour & Dinner

Return Food
Envelopes Now

Return Food
Envelopes Now

10:30 AM
Food Bank
Delivery

NO Clinic
Tonight

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

Buddy's Produce

Holiday Program
Sacking

School Turkey
Dinner

8:00 AM
Holiday
Programs

4:00 PM-9:00 PM
1st Year

Confirmation
Retreat

Blood Pressure
Checks after 11 AM &

1 PM Mass

9:00 AM
SP Baptismal
Seminar
10:00 AM

Altar Servers Training

3:00 PM
Stained Glass
Presentation
Beckman Hall

Feast Day Celebration

St. Charles School Out for Thanksgiving Holiday

3:45 PM Safe
Environment
Training Rm C

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

Archbishop
visits the school

6:30 PM Band
Concert in the gym

6:30 PM Choir
Practice

6:30 PM Choir
Practice

6:30 PM Choir
Practice

6:30 PM SAC
Committee

English Masses
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM,
12:10 PM, 6:30 PM
Spanish Mass

8:00 PM

6:30 PM Peace
& Justice

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:30 PM Interfaith
Thanksgiving

Service
Temple B'nai

Israel
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

November Saints and Days
01 All Saints; Solemnity - Obligatory
02 All Souls Day
03 [St. Martin de Porres; BVM]
04 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
09 The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica; Feast
10 St. Leo the Great;Memorial
11 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
12 St. Josaphat;Memorial
13 USA: St. Francis Xavier Cabrini;Memorial
15 [St. Albert the Great]
16 [St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude]
17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary;Memorial
18 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
21 The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary;Memorial
22 St. Cecilia;Memorial
23 [St. Clement I; St. Columban; USA: Bl. Miguel Pro]
24 St. Andrew Dung-Lạc, and Companions;Memorial
25 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe; Solemnity
30 St. Andrew; Feast



A Prayer for the Church
I pray for the Church,
the people of God
struggling with the Church
that is institution.
Lord, hear my prayers for the faithful
wounded by Church in need of healing.
I pray for hearts trembling from efforts
to hold conflicting emotions:
disappointment and loyalty,
general disgust and individual respect,
anger and love.
May the Spirit of God maintain us,
strengthen us by this vulnerability,
move among us affecting change.
Amen

—mkj

Bl. José Ramón Miguel Agustín
Pro Juárez, S.J.

Jan. 13, 1891 - Nov. 23, 1927

"Viva Christo Rey!"

6 Today I saw the number 6 playing with the square root of -1.
I thought to myself, "How cute - he has an imaginary friend."

6 Renee Descartes walks into a bar.
The bartender asks, "Sir, can I get you a Martini?"
Descartes says, "I don't think..." and he disappears.

6 I hired an odd-job man to do 8 jobs for me.
When I got back, he'd only done jobs 1, 3, 5, and 7.

Softly and gently, dearly-ransom'd soul,
In my most loving arms I now enfold thee,

And, o'er the penal waters, as they roll,
I poise thee, and I lower thee, and hold thee.

—from The Dream of Gerontius
Bl. John Henry Newman





Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Roberta Billy, Michael
Carpenter, Deacon Bill Gorden, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Catherine Lewis, Kathy Marks, Andrea
McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Charlene Smith, Doris Stone.

Humilitas
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When Fr Timothy Luschen entered the seminary for
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, he was sent to
Conception Abbby in Missouri for his first two years.
Students were required to take a foreign language and he
chose Spanish. At the end of the two years, Archbishop
Charles Salatka sent Tim and another seminarian to
Assumption Seminary in San Antonio, Texas. This
seminary specializes in preparing priests to minister to
the Hispanic population. Besides seminary studies there
is a focus on learning Hispanic culture, faith practices
and becoming fluent in Spanish. Except for summers,
Father Tim spent five years at Assumption. One summer
he lived with a family in Mexico for complete
immersion in the culture and language.
"I spent two months in Cuernavaca, Mexico after my

second year of Theology school. Then upon returning I
went to St. Francis parish in Enid for a month before
returning to Theology school for my third year. It was in
Enid that I got to know Fr. Gallatin for the first time as
he was the pastor of St. Francis. After my last year of
Theology school, I was ordained and then went to St.
Peter’s parish in Guymon for three years as associate

pastor with Fr. John Vrana the pastor."
Since his ordination, every parish he has served has

had a Spanish Mass except St. Monica’s in Edmond. A
couple years after he became pastor there, he added a
Spanish Mass, and it continues today. A critical mission
of the Roman Catholic Church today is to reach out to
the Hispanic population. Over 50% of the Catholics in
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City are Hispanic; and the
majority of U.S. Catholics under the age of 30 are
Hispanic. We are truly blessed to have Father Tim
Luschen the pastor of St. Charles parish these past eight
years. We hope for many more!

—Kathleen Marks

“Assumption Seminary is a bilingual and multi-cultural
community of priestly formation. This seminary exists for
the personal, spiritual, theological and ministerial preparation
of diocesan seminarians for the Roman Catholic Church.
Assumption Seminary’s goal is to enable Christ-centered
men to grow and develop as collaborative and culturally
sensitive pastoral leaders committed to the gospel.”

Fr Luschen’s Bilingual Journey

Mission


